[image: image2.wmf]
[image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf]

[image: image5.wmf][image: image6.wmf][image: image7.wmf][image: image8.wmf]

[image: image9.wmf][image: image10.wmf]
[image: image11.wmf]


[image: image12.wmf]

[image: image13.wmf]
[image: image14.wmf]
Verulam Amateur Radio Club


http://www.verulam-arc.com/
See the Newsletter for latest events
http://www.radioclubs.net/verulam/
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        Ladies hats f or all occasions     With many colours and styles in stock or  available from the manufacturers, we aim to  help you get the best possible match .     Fascinators are a great fun alternative  to a hat and we have many in stock.     Call for an appointment: 01727 847497   Web:  www.the - hat - thing.co.uk     Email:  the - hat - thing@btconnect.com    


It’s membership renewal time!  Please forward your membership subscription (still only £5 per year with the form below.











ROAD ADOPTION 


THE CURRENT SITUATION 


NINE YEARS ON!





Adopted�
�
Pitt Drive�
�
Ivory Close�
�
Puddingstone Drive�
�
Starlight Way�
�
Maslen Road�
�
Church Croft (part)�
�
Newfield Way (part)�
�
Housefield Way (part)�
�
Chivenor Place�
�
�
�
Not Adopted�
�
Princess Diana Drive�
�
Russet Drive�
�
St Edmunds Close�
�
Grenadier Close�
�
Greensleeves Close�
�
Sturmer Close�
�
Bramley Way�
�
Edison Close�
�
Cairns Close�
�
Grafton Close�
�
Stanmore Chase�
�
Manston Way�
�
St Barts Close�
�
Sovereign Park�
�
Church Croft (part)�
�
Newfield Way (part)�
�
Housefield Way (part)�
�






3rd ANNUAL DOG WALKERS’ DINNER


�������


For the dog-walking fraternity in Highfield.





Date:	  Tuesday 16TH December, 2007


Time:	  7.30pm


Place:  The Ivory Restaurant


Please email � HYPERLINK "mailto:highfielddogwalkers@yahoo.co.uk" ��highfielddogwalkers@yahoo.co.uk� 


if you want to join us.  





Let’s try and top 40 this year!!





What can Colney Heath Parish Council do for us?


Please let us have your thoughts and ideas as to how some of our own council tax money could be spent to enhance our neighbourhood





SUGGESTION�
VOTE�
�
More facilities for 6-12 year olds – suggestions please!








�
�
�
“Slow Down” signs on Highfield Lane�
�
�
Planting of bulbs and shrubs or trees on roadside kerbs and grassy areas.


�
�
�
Creation of a joined-up footpath between Gloucester Park and Highfield Park.


�
�
�
More cycle paths in the park (as distinct from footpaths).


�
�
�
Other suggestions.


�
�
�
Please complete this form and return to 25 Newfield Way, or email your suggestions to: 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:infohpra@googlemail.com" ��infohpra@googlemail.com� 





A Message from the Chairman





I am very lucky to live so close to an historic city, within 25 miles of London and yet have woods, parkland and fields on my doorstep.  But not all is perfect in the Garden of Eden.  It would seem there are those who look on such areas as an opportunity for exploitation.  We cannot allow our environment to stay still; progress is inevitable and important.  So what is going to upset our peaceful existence?





Road adoption – unless you have tried to move, or tried to report a missing man-hole cover, you probably do not realise that only one third of our roads are adopted around the estate (SEE PAGE 3).  After a slow start from the council, they are now geared up to adopt the roads.  The responsibility now lies with the developers.





Home Farm – Planning permission has now been granted and at some point work will start on the development of this small patch of land which will temporarily cause additional noise and nuisance but should result in something more pleasing than run-down barns.  Interestingly the developer for Home Farm is the same as one of those whose roads are not adopted elsewhere on the estate!  





Gloucester Park – I cannot believe that the Department of Health can get away with selling parkland to a developer!  Well, they have.  We cannot stop it but will do our best to encourage responsible behaviour as and when the developer makes it clear what their intentions are.  The current turndown of the housing market is likely to put any plans on hold – for the moment…….





Of the estimated £1m per year of our council taxes that we contribute to the Colney Heath Parish Council, what do we get for it……..?  Colney Heath Parish Council has indicated they are prepared to help re-dress the balance.  Please let us know what you think – SEE BELOW.





HPRA celebrated its 4th anniversary on July 4th.  We are as important to you as you are to us.  Your continued support is very welcome but we need a few more of you to up your commitment and stand for the committee.  We would especially like to see more representation from the Princess Diana Drive/Russett Drive area, residents with young families and those living on un-adopted roads - we need you!





Chris Driver


Chairman








Cycling in our area


��





I am sure many of you have cycled around Highfield Park.  There is an excellent series of paths, many of which have dedicated cycle sections.   Those a little more adventurous will have investigated the Alban Way – the surface is a bit lumpy, but it gives a traffic-free route from St Albans (opposite Homebase near the Abbey station) through to Hatfield (crosses the railway line near the lights on the corner of Hertford Road/Great North Road).  From here you can join the Great North Way (ok, it is not very great, but it does go north (), or go into old Hatfield, or cut across the bottom of Welwyn Garden City and join the old railway line to Hertford (look for a straight line going through Letty Green on the map).  You will be surprised how quickly you can get into Hertford that way.


What about going north up to Oaklands College?  Cross the college grounds (you can exit to the north and east).  Then carry on north – go east of Jersey Farm and into Sandridge.  Keep off the main road if possible -  there are a number of options through Sandridgebury, Coleman Green, Ayot Green – this is a ‘quiet lane’, or join the Ayot Greenway (Wheathampstead to Welwyn Garden City a former railway line).  Slightly further over is the Nickey Line – Hemel Hempstead to Harpenden – another former railway line.  Harpenden is quite a pleasure to get to if you take the back roads across Nomansland Common on a quiet morning.


Do not rule out going south either – there are bridges over the A414 at the Colney Heath Longabout and London Colney roundabout (you can get there easily on Nightingale Lane – just by the mobile phone mast near Cannons).  There are a number of cyclable bridleways from the south end of London Colney in particular.


I recommend spending some time looking over OS Explorer map 182, having a search on the web for other people’s routes, going out with friends and neighbours or join a local cycle group.





Remember:


You are not allowed to cycle on the pavement unless it has a cycle sign.


You are not allowed to cycle on footpaths.


There are some mad ideas about where cycle lanes end and very bad crossing points – we have at least two on/near our estate, so please be careful.  One is where the Alban way crosses Hill End Lane, the other were the cycle track crosses Highfield Lane just round the corner from the mini roundabout on Hill End Lane near the shops.


Wear a helmet especially if you are going off-road.


Sound your bell as you approach pedestrians from behind.














HIGHFIELD PARK RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION


ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP / RENEWAL APPLICATION


Currently £5 per annum per household.  Membership runs 1st July – 30th June





NAME:*#�
�
�
ADDRESS:*#�
�
�
TEL:*�
�
�
EMAIL:*++�
�
�
NO. IN HOUSEHOLD*�
�
�
Payment Enclosed �
£5  Cheque/Cash (delete as applicable)�
�
TREASURER’S USE ONLY:�
PAYMENT RECEIVED�
DATE:�
INITIALS:�
�
*  The Association complies with the Data Protection Act.


++ We aim to keep costs down by communicating via email and on the website as much as possible.  Your email address will not be divulged to others.


#  We must have these details to register your membership.





PLEASE SUBMIT THIS FORM AND YOUR PAYMENT TO:


25 Newfield Way, St. Albans, AL4 OGB  





�


5th ANNUAL CAROL SINGING EVENT





Sunday 21st December at 3.30pm.





This is an annual attended by more and more residents of all ages every year.  Last year we had around 50.  We meet on the Green in Puddingstone Drive.  Please put this date in your calendar now; it’s a busy time of year for everyone!  We meet to sing, share some mulled wine (squash for the kids) and mince pies.  Please do come along for this happy community celebration of a special time of year with your Highfield neighbours. Song sheets will as usual be provided.  








The HPRA Annual General Meeting was held on November 21st 2007 and the minutes can be viewed at � HYPERLINK "http://www.highfieldpark.org" ��www.highfieldpark.org� 








Highfield Park Trust Director to retire


DOG WALKERS UNITE!!





Keen dog walkers and those who use Highfield Park for walking, sports or cycling may be unaware of the person who has worked tirelessly since its inception to make it the exceptional park it is today.





John Ely has been the Park Director since the very beginning and has battled with authorities, applied and gained grants, worked with many organisations, organised many events and developed our wonderful park for over ten years.





John’s replacement, Anna Cohen, joins the trust as Park Manager in September, and we welcome her and wish her well in her new position.  Without doubt she will bring a new approach to the running of the trust and the park.





The Highfield Dog Walkers are one very strong group who use the park constantly.  We are organising a collection to buy a retirement gift for John to be presented at his leaving “do” on 24th September with our grateful thanks.  If you would like to make a donation to this collection, please put it in a sealed envelope with your name and that of your dog, marked FAO Joyce Goodwin and deliver to 313 Camp Road as soon as possible.  If you see John, please wish him well, but try to keep the collection a secret!





The HPRA Committee needs you!!





The founding Chairperson and current Treasurer and Newsletter Editor of HPRA, Chris Gowens, has resigned from the Committee after over 4 years’ service.





We have the following vacancies on the Committee:





Treasurer 


Newsletter Editor


Membership Secretary





If any of the issues we have tackled over the past 4 years has affected you, and if you have a few moments of spare time, why not consider joining the committee?  We meet about every six weeks, we do have a bit of fun as well as getting business done and it gives you the opportunity to meet some of your neighbours in the community whom you otherwise might not cross paths with. Contact the committee via email at infohpra@googlemail.com











HIGHFIELD PARK RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION


(a non-profit making organisation to help you in your local community)


Issue 11  Summer 2008


� HYPERLINK "http://www.highfieldpark.org" ��www.highfieldpark.org�








NOTICE OF HIGHFIELD PARK RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 4TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING





Date: Tuesday October 14th 2008


Time: 8pm


Venue:





Agenda will include:


Road Adoption


Home Farm Housing Development


Annual Officers’ Reports


Election of Officers





COME ALONG AND AIR YOUR VIEWS AND GET INVOLVED!!!




















Gardiner by name,


Gardener by Nature


���


Does your garden need a tidy up ready for Winter and next Spring?


Joyce will do the work for you, help you manage your garden, advise on planning new planting schemes, or simply keep it neat and tidy so that you can relax through the winter and leave the leaf clearance and hedge trimming to someone else. 


Call me on 07814 463034 to arrange an estimate.
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